
The airport is growing.  In 2017, the airport experienced its highest level of passenger traffic, ending the year 
just under 1 million passengers.  However, passenger airline service is only one piece of the airport’s diverse 
economy.  In the last few years, general aviation activity has been steadily growing, reflecting the strong 
regional economy. 

CHATTANOOGA METROPOLITAN AIRPORT MASTER PLAN FACT SHEET

+ The airport accommodated approximately 980,000 passengers in 2017 and expects to exceed that number
in 2018 by a small margin, as the airport’s activity is up 3% over last year. The master plan forecast predicts
that the airport will need to accommodate approximately 1.5 million annual passengers in the mid-2030s.

+ The airport accommodated approximately 60,000 aircraft operations (landings and takeoffs) in 2017.
Operations in 2018 are up 8% over last year; the master plan forecast predicts that the airport will
accommodate approximately 66,000 aircraft operations in the mid-2030s.

+ West Star Aviation is building out an expansion of their facilities on the airport with the addition of a state-
of-the-art aircraft painting facility, expected to open in the fall of 2018. West Star came to the Airport in
2015, initially adding 25-50 jobs to the regional employment base. West Star is progressing toward their
goal of employing 225 workers by 2020 in Chattanooga.

+ In February 2018, the Airport received a $4 million Tennessee state grant through the Aeronautics Economic
Development Fund to redevelop the 13-acre former National Guard site on the airport property.

+ With the third and final phase of the airport’s solar farm, the airport will be generating enough power to run
the Airport without energy from the regional power grid. The solar farm’s final phase is anticipated to be
operational in 2019.

SOME QUICK FACTS ABOUT THE AIRPORT:



According to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), an airport master plan is “a comprehensive study of
an airport and usually describes the short-, medium-, and long-term development plans to meet future
aviation demand.” The master plan is being funded by the FAA with the Chattanooga Metropolitan Airport
Authority managing the project as the Airport’s owner and sponsor.

The master plan provides a view of the capital investment strategy for the entire airport property for the next 
20 years, covering airfield, passenger terminal, and general aviation facilities. The last master plan was 
completed in 2010, and since then significant changes have occurred in the aviation industry and local 
economy affecting growth in demand at the airport.

WHAT IS AN AIRPORT MASTER PLAN?

The Authority will transition from the planning process to one involving design and implementation. We will
be working to design the parking garage and first phase of the terminal improvements, such that these
projects may be constructed and operational in the next few years. We anticipate the parking garage to be
one of the earliest and most visible projects to the public. The parking garage will provide covered, close-in
parking for a better experience for our customers.

WHEN AND WHAT WILL HAPPEN AT THE AIRPORT AS A RESULT OF THE MASTER PLAN?

Local tax dollars are not used by the Authority to fund capital development projects. Rather, projects are
funded primarily by the federal government through the Airport Improvement Grant program. Revenues
from passenger facility charges (a fee that passengers pay when purchasing airline tickets), airline rent, land
leases, rental car company fees, and public parking also can contribute to the funding of airport improvement
projects.

WHO PAYS FOR THE AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS?

You may follow the airport on Facebook and Twitter.
Further, we regularly post news to our newly
updated website.

HOW CAN I STAY IN TOUCH WITH THE AUTHORITY AND ITS FUTURE PLANS?

www.facebook.com/ChattAirport/

https://twitter.com/ChattAirport

www.chattaiprort.com

http://www.facebook.com/ChattAirport/
https://twitter.com/ChattAirport
http://www.chattaiprort.com/

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2

